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PARENT GUIDE TO READING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS








CREATING A READING ENVIRONMENT AT HOME: DEDICATED READING SPACE
Here are some suggestions regarding how to set up a dedicated reading space that's quiet, comfortable, and free from distractions:
Choose the Right Spot
· Quiet and calm: Find a corner or area in your home that's away from the hustle and bustle. It should be a sanctuary where your child can immerse themselves in stories without interruptions.
· Well-lit: Good lighting is key. A space with natural light is ideal for daytime reading, while a soft lamp can make evening reading sessions cosy.

Make It Comfortable
· Cosy seating: Comfort is crucial. A cushion on the floor, a stack of pillows, or a favourite chair can all serve as inviting places for your child to curl up with a book.
· Accessible books: Keep a selection of books on hand that your child can easily choose from. This could be a shelf, a basket, or even a regular stack on the floor, arranged so the covers are visible to entice young readers.

Personalise the Space
· Decorate together: Let your child add personal touches to their reading nook. Handmade decorations, drawings, or a few selected toys can make the space feel special and uniquely theirs.
· Reading supplies: Alongside books, have some pencils, paper, and maybe a dictionary nearby for looking up new words. These can be kept in a simple box or bag that your child can decorate.

Keep It Distraction-Free
· Limit electronic devices: Try to keep electronic distractions to a minimum in the reading area. If possible, designate times for quiet reading when TVs and other devices are switched off.
· Establish quiet time: Setting aside a specific time for reading or quiet activities can help build a routine that includes and values reading.

Update and Adapt the Space
· Rotate books: Changing the books available in the reading nook can keep your child interested. Mix familiar favourites with new finds from library visits or book swaps.
· Adapt as they grow: The reading nook can evolve with your child. What starts with picture books and soft toys can change to include chapter books and a comfortable bean bag or cushion.
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