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Reading at Westende – A Guide for Parents

Reading at Westende Junior School is taught using a range of approaches that provide an array of opportunities to develop a love of reading that we hope will stay with our pupils for life. Reading empowers children to succeed in other curriculum areas as this positively impacts their ability to speak articulately and write at a high level. Our pupils are encouraged to read widely and often, for both pleasure and information; through exposure to high-quality literature, pupils have the opportunity to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Through a whole-class reading approach children are immersed in high-quality literature, discussions and reasoning to develop fluency, comprehension and vocabulary; our children leave primary school as fluent, life-long readers with good understanding.

In school, we are helping our children to explore literature in an active manner through questioning and activities based around 6 key skills. These skills have been given the acronym ‘VIPERS’ to help children realise which skill they might be practising at any time and help them tune into the sort of thinking that is needed. The letters stand for the following key reading techniques: 
                                   
[image: ]                                     Vocabulary
                                      Infer
                                      Predict
                                      Explain	
                                      Retrieve
                                      Sequence or summarise 

V = Give/explain the meaning of words in context 
I = Make inferences from the text/explain and justify evidence from the text
P = Predict what might happen from the details stated or implied
E = Explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to the meaning as a whole. OR explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases. Make comparisons within the text 
R = Retrieve and record key information/key details from fiction and non-fiction
S = Summarise/sequence main ideas from more than one paragraph


We help children to develop these reading skills through questioning and activities in reading of ANY text type. 
Here’s an example that could be asked when ‘reading a picture’ in a picture book:
[image: ]V – Can you find synonyms for the word ship?
I –  Are the men peaceful?
P – Where do you think the men are going?
E –  Why do you think the sky is dark and stormy?
R – Approximately how many people are on each ship? What power does the ship use?
S – Summarise what you can see on the ships. 


We would ask the children to explain HOW they know the answer they have responded with. Below are some possible questions to ask after reading with a child:
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What does the front cover suggest the book might be about?
What is happening now? What will happen?

Which paragraph suggest will happen to .......next?

Do you think the choice of setting will change the way the story goes?
Yes/No/maybe? Do you think ...... will happen? What tells you that?
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« Find a group of words which show that is angrylthe story is setin a
different country to this/the plan will go wronglthe animal is a camivore

« How do the descriptions of show that they are 2
How can you tell that......?
What impression of__do you get from these paragraphs?/What sort of
person do you think ___is / Why?
What voice might these characters use?
What was........thinking when they.
Who do you think is telling the story?
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Explain how the first and the last chapters link
Explain how the authors choice of words makes their meaning really clear
Why is the text arranged in this way?

What is the purpose of this feature? (Photo/bullet point/text boxitalics etc)
What is the author’s point of view?

Which words and phrases make you feel ___effectively, why?

Explain which part was the most exciting and why."
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What genre is this text? How do you know?

How did....? (the dog escape?)

How often does the word appear? (why?)
What date did happen?

What happened to .....2

What colour s the .....?2

Give one example of a word used that means ...
Which words tell you who is telling this story?
How many green bottles were there?
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What happened after/before....?
Which order did the events happen in?

What was the first thing that happened in the story?/Text?
In what order do the chapter headings come in the story?
What did the main character say about.....?
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V = Give/explain the meaning of words in context

I = Make inference from the text/ explain and justify using evidence from the text.
P = Predict what might happen from the details stated and implied.

E = explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to the

meaning as a whole. OR explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of
words and phrases. Make comparisons within the text

R = Retrieve and record key information/key details from fiction and non-fiction
S = Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph
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V - Can you find synonyms for the word ship.

1 — Are the men peaceful?

P — Where do you think the men are going?

Why do you think they are going there?

E — Why do you think the sky is dark and stormy?
Can you say how the two boats are similar?
Why is this?

R - Approximately how many men are on each
ship? What power does the ship use?

S — Summarise what you can see on the ships.
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Possible questions to ask after reading with a child:

ocabulary
« What do the words and suggest about the
character/setting/mood?
« Which word tells you that...... is about to happentis a horrid personfis a
cat?

Which keyword tells you about the character/setting /mood?
one word in the text whch means
and highlight the word that is closest in meaning to .....
ind a word or phrase which shows/suggests that...... (it is terrible
weather/...is terified!...a kind person/....in a new setting)
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