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Dear Stakeholder 

The Circle Trust with Wokingham Borough Council are consulting about the future of The Acorns based at 
Westende School and the Little Acorns based at Wescott School, and we are keen to know your views. 

As the school communities you will know both schools have run these ASD resource bases for several 
years.  Over time the type of special educational need has changed, and the Local Authority have now shared 
with us their hopes for recommissioning new arrangements more befitting to the current special needs in the 
local area and indeed have bid for two new special schools in addition to the exciting prospect of The Oaktree 
School opening in September 2023.  This means that the Acorns and Little Acorns as they are now will not 
continue and will begin a slow process of phasing out.  This plan means that the last entrants to “The Acorns” 
at Westende School and “The Little Acorns” at Wescott School will be September 2023.  Both provisions will 
remain open and their offer and support unchanged until the last child at Wescott travels though the primary 
pathway to the last year at Westende.  No new children will join these provisions after September 2023. 

To emphasise the point to our current families who have children in the “Little Acorns” or “Acorns” that their 
place and current arrangements will be unchanged until your child leaves Year 6.  We are committed to this 
position as we know that certainty for parents and especially children with ASD diagnosis is of critical 
importance. 

To help make it clear we have set out some common questions and answers: 

Will the Acorns and Little Acorns change for my child who is currently attending the provision? 

No.  Children who are currently in the Acorns and Little Acorns will continue to have the support of the resource 
bases as they are now.  Nothing will change. 

Will the Acorns and Little Acorns accept new children for next September? 

Yes.  Both schools will take children for September 2023.  The resources are full when there are a maximum of 
8 children at "Little Acorn”" and 14 in “Acorns”. 

Will the decommissioning of the Acorns and Little Acorns change the experience of my child at school? 

No.  As now the resource bases work in harmony with the day to day running of the school and as a result, we 
do not anticipate any changes for children at either school. 

If my child is in Little Acorns now will they progress to Acorns? 

The provision at Westende, the Acorns will remain open until the youngest child at Westcott moves through 
the resources.   
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Could there be any circumstance when my child leaves the Acorns or Little Acorns before the end of Year 6? 

Yes, but only as part of the normal annual review process and only then if there is a change of setting named in 
the ECHP.  This won’t be because the resource is closing or changing but because your child’s needs may have 
changed.  For example, the annual review may show that your child no longer needs a resource or needs a 
special school setting. 

 I am a future parent of Wescott and Westende what does this mean for me? 

We know that the process of choosing places for your child’s education is already underway and so the Acorns 
and Little Acorns remain open to new entrants for this coming September.   

 We would like to know your views.  This consultation runs from 16th November 2022 to 11th January 
2023.  Please share you views via this email address consultation@thecircletrust.co.uk by 12pm on 11th January 
2023. 

  

On behalf of the Circle Trust, 

 

Ginny Rhodes 

CEO 
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